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Chief Strachan's Weekly Update
Of course, everyone knows you should not drink alcohol, use drugs or otherwise
do anything that creates impairment when driving. Apparently that includes
opening a can of Coke as well. Last Friday officers responded to a crash at the
6100 block of Kitsap Way. They found a car had been driven into a mobile home.
Turns out the driver had spilled a can of soda in his lap which caused him to
inadvertently step on the accelerator, and the mobile home was in the way. The
car was totaled. The trailer had an estimated $1,000 damage. Plus, the driver did
not have a license or any kind of insurance. Fortunately, no one was hurt. 
 
Corporal Todd Byers passed along this summary of a call from Friday night:
 

Saturday happened to be April Fool's Day. So late that night, a clearly
intoxicated woman called 911 from the area of the Perry Avenue Mall to make
a really funny April Fool's joke regarding the police. She was not located and
officers left the area. It just so happens that a few hours later, a female was
kicked out of one of the bars in that area, but was refusing to leave, so
security called the police. She was told to leave, and she shared that we
"were not nice police officers, and by the way she had called the 911 April
Fool's Day prank in earlier". She was too drunk to realize, or care, that it was
April 2nd when she had called. 

 
Corporal Garrity sent along this incident from last Monday. Officers responded to a
call involving an Army Veteran who has Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, a history
of suicide attempts, was trained in hand to hand combat, and who was having a
crisis. The caller was the Veteran's father-in-law. The Veteran had been injured in
a Humvee incident. He denied he needed assistance on the first contact, and told
the officers to stay back. He said he did not want to hurt himself, and officers
stayed at the bottom of the stairs and spoke with his father-in-law. We learned he
was upset because he is a 100% disabled vet, and when he applied for food
stamps for his family, he was denied. He expressed he did not think it was fair that
some people are able to obtain food stamps, while he was injured while serving
his country and he was not eligible. The Veteran's wife came out of the apartment
and advised he had now cut himself on the wrists. The officers entered the
apartment and observed the man sitting in a recliner with a cut to his left wrist.
The officers were able to convince him to go to the hospital with them. The family
was provided the telephone number for a Veteran's advocate who officers know
from training sessions we have had in these issues. The advocate followed up
immediately. The officers did a great job by remaining calm, not forcing the issue
and providing immediate resources for the Veteran and his family.
 
As we continue to ramp up our bike patrol for the summer, I apologize for the
bumpy communication on what types of patrols we will be doing. Lt. Olan is
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coordinating a basic activity sheet and we will cover with both bike and foot
patrols, depending on availability. Officers will check in with hotel staff, getting
through the garages, and making contact with people noticing our bike and foot
patrols. In case you aren't sure whether it is being noticed, this was a timely letter
to the editor published in the Kitsap Sun today:
 

Craig Salt, Poulsbo
Impressed with Bremerton police
 
In case people aren't aware of it, Bremerton's police force is something the
citizens can be truly be proud of. When making frequent trips in from Poulsbo
for appointments the dog and I always look forward to walks in your city
parks. Whether it be Forest Ridge, Evergreen, or any of the others we usually
encounter a friendly officer doing patrol and that makes us feel safe wherever
we go.
 
This week a couple of officers on bicycles cruised through Evergreen whilst
we were walking there, and then after my appointment the same officers
peddled through the dimly lit parking garage of the building I was parked in
downtown. I made mention I'd seen them earlier at the park which prompted
one of the officers to give a friendly yell, back over his shoulder; "Just making
sure people are safe!"
 
It's always nice to see the old motto "Protect And Serve" is still being proudly
practiced, and Bremerton's force has my utmost respect and heartfelt thanks
for a job well done. You guys really made my day.

 
Related to the bike and foot patrols we are doing, the Mayor and I have been
working with the Salvation Army to make sure they are being attentive to some of
the problems caused by the recent changes there. Click here for a PDF of the
letter they sent the Mayor and I this week. They are committing to no overnight
program this fall unless they staff security guards - that is a very good change.
They are also working on a grant to get mental health case workers involved,
which would be a great outcome. Stand by and I will let you know how that goes.
Bottom line - I know it has been challenging, but we are working on some good
things to supplement the extra patrols.
 
Finally, click here to view Fife's newspaper article about their new Chief, ex BPD
Lt. Fisher
 
Work Hard - Have Fun - Stay Safe

Steven D. Strachan, Chief of Police
Bremerton Police Department
1025 Burwell Street 
Bremerton, WA 98337
Steven.Strachan@ci.bremerton.wa.us

360-473-5224
Fax: 360-473-5890
Assistant: Barbara Forbes

1025 Burwell Street
Bremerton, WA 98337

(360) 473-5220
 www.BremertonWA.gov

BPD Staff Directory

OFFICERS
Beau Ayers

Spencer Berntsen
John Bogen

Dana Clevenger
Joeseph Corey
Kenny Davis
Cory Ditmer

Trevor Donnelly
Derek Ejde
Jordan Ejde

Christopher Faidley
Steven Forbragd
Martin Garland
Crystal Gray

Brandon Greenhill
Michelle Griesheimer

Bryan Hall
Rodney Harker

Russell Holt
David Hughes

Jeffrey Inklebarger
Kent Mayfield

Jonathan Meador
James Miller

Michael Nelson
William Prouse

Rodney Rauback
Johnny Rivera
Dahle Roessel
Keith Sargent
Jeff Schaefer
Frank Shaw

Josh Stottlemyer
Matthew Strombach

Jacob Switzer
Matthew Thuring
John VanSantford
Jason Vertefeuille
Harold Whatley 

PROFESSIONAL STAFF
David Boynton
Rena Brown

Tom Danaher
Barbara Forbes
Donna Goodwin
Marie Hansen
Dennis Hughes

Elizabeth Lumsden
Cathy Mattson
Elena Rinonos
Marixa Scott

Joseph Sexton
Debra Williams
CORPORAL
Todd Byers
Aaron Elton

Timothy Garrity
Steven Polonsky
 SERGEANTS

Kevin Crane
Richard Cronk
Michael Davis 
Ryan Heffernan

Kelly Meade 
 Randy Plumb
Randy Olson
Billy Renfro

 LIEUTENANTS
Luis Olan
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James Burchett
Tom Wolfe
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